Vole IZ Nos 48 August 23, 1950 
' Ths Weekly That Keeps You Informed of Currant Broadway Critical 


Daily Reviewers Rate Third Festival Play 


Borned in Texes-Fulton, 8/21/50. Pollock, Compass, and Hobe, Variety, were 
only critics to enjoy revivel of Lynn Riggs folk play Roadside. Their colleagues 
diast ed show for being loud and boring. Several suggested plot needed at least music 
of Rodgers and Hammerstein to make it bearable, while Sylvester, News, was suspicious 
tut Olsen and Johnson had directed the sound effects. General opinion was that play 
pirn’t worth the trouble back in 1920, and that time had not improved ite Anthony 
Tena, Marsha Hunt and Daniel Reed were credited with likable performances, while Sam 
Wanesaker was praised for directing productions Pollock thought this was the most 
nageng of the Festival shows, while Hobe thought this was the best of the Riggs 
folk playse Variety critic noted that house lights were dimmed before audience had 
time to be seated at intermissions. Play closed at end of first week instead of run- 


ning for scheduled two. Plans of producers to bring in other plays are still to be 
det ermined. — 


Magazine Critics View the New Comedy 


The Live Wire-Playhouse, 8/17/50. Though daily reviewers granted six pro“ 
votes, their colleagues were not as lenient. They added three "so-8o" and a half 
dozen con“ reviews to the file for Garson Kanin's new comedy produced by Mike Todd. 
Excellent acting of Scott McKay, Jack Gilford and Murvge Vye was praised, while 
Kanin's script was condemned. General feeling was that author of Born Yesterday 
could be better and funnier. Crities of Billboard, Journal of Commerce, and Morning 
Telegraph thought the play acceptable for summer fare. But the rest couldn't pass it 
in any season. Bolton, Morning Telegraph, warned Kenin that his comedy relied too 
much on vulgarity. Keating, Cue, thought show was adolescent clambake that might be 
a little theatre hit. Opinion was hit on direction job by Kanin. 


Summer Theatre Tryouts 


Edmund Wilson's The Little Blue Light presented at the Brattle 12 Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, gives indications of being a potential hit, comments Nie, Variety. 
Play with solid intellectual and literary value by New Yorker book critic needs edit- 
ing before Broedvay try, but is interesting throughout. Nven those who don't under- 
stand the symbolic references will enjoy it. ., Denise Johnson's The Golden Cuckoo is a 

. , eomedy-fantasy with some powerful moments and worthwhile linesy reports Pete, Variety 
after its Provincetown, Massachusetts debut . Richard Kirk's A Dollar Down may have 
screen or TV possibilities writes Medo, 1 after seeing the comedy at Malden 
Bridge, New Yorke 


Nathan Advises Managers 


False advertising is to blame for patrons lack of interest warns George Jean - 
than. Certain reviewers, he feels, love to be quoted in eds and on marqueese As a 
result a fourth rate show praised by a second rate reviewer may be. — into a 
nit Theatregoers are then disappointed in both the play and the critic's judgement. 
The end product is thet these people will think twice before being burned. Managers 
were advised to follow lead of Maxwell Anderson who refuses to plug the critics in 
his theatre ads. 


NeYe Critics Praised by Producer 


Leland Hayward had kind words for NeYecritics when he . the London crities 
as being insinceree Ks. Roberts producer told Variety that N. I. critics realize 
the responsibility to their readers and to the theetre, while London critics are 
ready to sacrifice accuracy and fairness for a wisecracke Once the critic loses touch 


with the public, he has lost his function. 
Co ht 1950 b bie Kraus, iter 05 Fifth Avenue, New York 10 Yearl © 


q 
i 
4 | 
| 
| 
q 
— 
8 
| 
| 


A Key to NYC Criticism & A Glance ' 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hite. 80-80“ means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show for 
en entertaining or stimuleting evening. 


H. Newark NewS I. Catholic World 

| NY Herald Tribune 12. Women’s Wear Daily 22% Commonweal 
NY News 13. Daily Worker 23. Cue 
4 NY Mirror U. Wall Street Journal 24. chr. Se 1. lon it or 
| NY Compass (Fu, Star) 15. Journal of Commerce 25, SateReview Lit, 
6 NY Post 16. George Jean Nathan 26% Newsweek. 

7. NY Sun (Morehouse) 17. Morning Telegraph 27. Time 

8. M Journal American 18. variety 28. Nation 

9. NY World Telegram and Sun 19. Billboard 29. New Republic 

10. Brooklyn Eegle 20. Theatre Arte 30. New Yorker 


The Cockteil Party-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 21 votes. Cont 2-9-13-14-22-25-29. 
16-30. 


Consul-Berrymore, 3/15/50. Prot 27 votes. Cont 22. SomSot 6-29. 


Death ef- Salesman-Morosco, 2/10/49. Pro: 28 votes. Cont 29. B21 27. 


| Gentlemen Prefer Blondeg-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Prot 21 votes. Cont 6-21-28. 
So-Soe None’ 25. 


The Happy Time=Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prot 21 votes. Cont 5-6-7-20-26-2 7-28-30. 
None? 13, 


g hie, Kate-Shubert, 12/31/48. Prot 28 votes. Cont 29. None? 28. 


The Member of the 1/5/50e Prot 26 votes. Cont 16. 2-22-30 


Mister Robert g-Alvin, Pre 24 votes. Cone 21-24. 13-16-17. 
None? 28. 


Peep Show-i/inter Garden, Prot Cont 1-2-12- 
16-2622 8-29-30. 3-14-18. 7-9-13-20-21-22-24-25. 


Peter Fan- Inper el, 4/24/50. Prot 21 votes. Cont 8-13-16-30. So-S08 6-71-19. 
None: 28. 


| 
South PecificelMajestic, 4/8/49. Prot 19 votes. Cont 27. 23. 
None? 


‘Texas Darlin'-Hellinger, 11/25/49. -Prot 12 votes. Cont 1-4-7-8-18-19-23- 
29-30. Nonet 25-2. 


Chardey?-St. James, 10/11/48. Pros 15 votes. Cont 2-7-9-10-13-46-2-24- 
25-26. 4-27, 10-25. 


Wigteria Trees-Martin Beck, 3/29/50. Pros 15 votes. Cont 2-7-9-10-13-16-22- 
18-29. 


Tickets Pleasej-Coronet, Prot 21 votes. Cons 11-16-29-30. So-So8 26. 


~~ 


4 
f 
| 
— 
i 
‘ 
h- 
‘ , 
. 
= * 4 - 
— . 


5 
* 
4 


— 


— 


* Green Room Department * 


COME Hu RTTIC. ., Open letter to Chepmen, News, by drama editor Sylvester urged for- 
mer to return to his posts Without mentioning names the editor told how ‘that 
fel lion“ and his Broadway cohorts waged cold war against him, Calle from"direc- 
tors, designers, delinquents and degenerates" pleaded with him be nice to ‘that 
fellow’. Variety revealed the producer in question was Mike Todd. Feud be- 
tween editor end Todd started when Sylvester explained to readers how they 
could get ticket refunds to a closed shows Sylvester, in Chapman's absence, 
filed mild "pro" review for Todd's The Live Wires 


POP CORN HRA IS. . . The real movie fans and critics are the pop corn eaters a reader 
tells Skolsky, Post. Munchers are silent during good pictures and interesting 
dialogue, only eat during dull spots. 80 fer Broadway legitimate theetres have 
withstood invasion of outomotic pop corn machinese 


"PAN SE TLEMENTe.eIn sharp battle between star end management, Peter Pan dispute 
has reached agreement, Miss Arthur will return to the cast with 2 new contract 
which permits her to give four weeks notices She may repay management for loss- 
es during her reste Star left show two hours before curtain time claiming she 
was "tired". 


MARLOJE BIRTHDAY.e« -Eighty-fifth birthday of Julia Marlowe, now living at the Hotel 
Plaza, New Jork, daes en editorial from the Herald Tribune entitled "A Birthday 
in Arden.“ 


ALL MH IL CASTSese"Granting that women pick the plays their escorts take them to, 
"Stage" probed the reason for success of Mre Roberts, Both sexes are interested 
in life in en ell nale communitye Such pleys, if the author realizes that his 
language and plot must appeal to all, ere hits. 


SWEDISH BROADWAYseeVisitor to Stockholm next season might think he is home. Where's 
Charlev?, The Petrified Forest and The Cocktail Party will be shown the first 
part of the year, while The. The long Christmes ar will be produced later. Okla- 
homa, strangely enough, was a failure in Sweden last year. 


PEACE PLAY WITHDRAWNee Bury the Dead, Irwin Shaw's drama has been withdrawn from plays 
aveilable for little theetre groups. Author explained his reasons in Sunday 
Timese He feels his 1935 views are naive in light of Soviet activities. 


ACTOR'S IG. . Actors have above normal IQ's a series of tests at NYU by Stewart and 
Chyatte have ascertained. But the other results of the report were not new to 
Wahls, Newse He always knew that actors lack deep emotional responses, have an 
inability to profit from experience and are inclined to disregard social morese 


FORGOTTEN VAN. . Barbera Baxley, understudy for Jean Arthur in Peter Pan was praised 
dy Theatre News Weekly for upholding the tradition and code of the theatre. 
Press reports differ as to who cut Miss Baxley’s hair before she subbed for Miss 
Arthur. No critics rated her performance, though she played the title role for 
more then e week. 


NEWS AND NOTESeeeWorld Telegram and Sun strike settled, paper to resumt publication 
August 28. %, Garland, Journe l American, is reported in satisfactory condition at 
Medical ‘rts Center, New Yorke Critic is seid to heve suffered an embolism. He 
is due back on the job in two weekseeeMorchouse, WT&S, planed to South America 
for a two week visits»..sChapman, News, has returned from a trip to Hollywood. 
Billy Rose has signed long term TV contract for weekly dramatization of his n- 
dicated column over ABC starting October 3rdeeeMansfield Theatre has been sold 

Myerbderge 
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A Key to NYC Criticiem 4t A Glance ' 1 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. “So*So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show for 
en entertaining or stimulsting evening. 


I. NY H. Newark News 21. Catholic World 
ae 2 NY Herald Tribune 12. Women's Wear Daily 22% Commonweal 
3e NY News 13. Daily Worker 230 Cue . 
| 4 NY Mirror UA. Wall Street Journal 24. chr. Se 1. kon it or 
| 5. NY Compass (PM, Star) 15. Journal of Commerce 25, SateReview Lit, 
6. NY Post 16. George Jean Nathan 26% Newsweek. 
. 7. NY Sun (Morehouse) 17. Morning Telegraph 27. Time 
8. M Journal American 18. variety 28. Nation 
9e NY World Telegram and Sun 19. Billboard 29. New Republic 
10. Brooklyn Fegle 20. Theatre Arts 30. New Yorker 


The Cocktail Party-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 21 votes. Cont 
16-30. 


The Consul-Berrymore, 3/15/50. Prot 27 votes. Cont 22. SomSot 6-29. 


Death of Salesman-Morosco, 2/10/49. Pro: 28 votes. Cont 29. 27. 


| Gentlemen Prefer Blondeg-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Prot 21 votes. Cont 6-21-28. 
So-Sot None’ 25. 


The Happy Time=-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prot 21 votes. Cont 5--7-20-26-2 7-28-30. 
None? 13, * 


Kiss bie, Kete-Shubert, 12/31/48. Prot 28 vot es. Cont 29. Nonet 28. 
The Member of the Wiedding-Empire, 1/5/5056 Prot 26 votes. Cont 16. 2-22-30 
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Mister Robertg-Alvin, Prt 24 votes. gent 21-24. 822827 13-16-17. 
None? 28. 


Peep Show-iinter Garden, 6/28/50. Prot 4-5-6-8-10-11-15-17-19-23. Cont 
16-26 27-25-30. set 3-14-18. 7-9-13-20-21-22-24-25. 


Peter En- Inper 4/24/50. Pros 21 votes. Cont 8-13-16-30. So-Sot 6-7-4-19. 
None 28. 


South PecificeMajestic, 4/8/49. Prot 19 votes. Cont 27. 23. 
None: 


—— — 


‘Texas Li’) Darlin'+Hellinger, 11/25/49. 12 votes. Cont 1-4-7-8-18-19-23- 
29-30. Nonet 25-28. 


|. asks Where's Charley?=St. James, 10/11/48. Prot 15 votes. Cont 
25-26. SoeSot 427, Nonet 10-28. 


The Wisteria Trees-Martin Beck, 3/29/50. Prot 15 votes. Cont 2-7-9-10-12-16-22- 
18-29. 


Tigkets Prot 21 votes. Cont 11-16-29-30. S0-So8 26. 
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' * Green Room Department * 


COME Hu] C RTTIC. . Open letter to Chepmen, News, by drama editor Sylvester urged for- 
mer to return to his post. Without mentioning names the editor told how ‘that 
fellow® and his Broadway cohorts waged cold war against him, Calle from"direc- 
tors, designers, delinquents and degenerates” pleaded with him be nice to ‘that 
fellow'. Variety revealed the producer in question was Mike Todde Feud be- 
tween editor end Todd started when Sylvester explained to readers how they 
could get ticket refunds to a closed showe Sylvester, in Chapman's absence, 
filed mild “pro” review for Todd's The Live Wiree 


POP CORN Hr Ds. The real movie fans and critics are the pop corn eaters a reader 
tells Skolsky, Post. Munchers are silent during good pictures and interesting 
dialogue, only eat during dull spots. 80 fer Broadway legitimate theetres have 
withstood invasion of outomotic pop corn machinese 


“PAN SE TLEMENTs.eIn sharp battle between star and management, Peter Pan dispute 
has reached agreement, Miss Arthur will return to the cast with 4 new contract 
which permits her to give four weeks not ice She may repay management for loss- 
es dur ing her rest. Star left show two hours before curtain time claiming she 

was tired“, 


MARLOJE BIRTHDAY. sFighty-fifth birthday of Julia Marlowe, now living at the Hotel 
* ; Plaza, New York, daes an editorial from the Herald Tribune entitled A Birthday 
in Arden.“ 


| 

5 ALL M L CASTS. rant ing that women pick the plays their escorts take them to, 
"Stage" probed the reason for success of Mr, Roberts, Both sexes are interested 
in life in en ell nale communitye Such ploys, if the author realizes that his 
language and plot must appeal to all, ere hits. 


SWEDISH BROADWAYseseVisitor to Stockholm next season might think he is home, Where's 
Charlev?, The Petrified Forest and The Cocktail Party will be shown the first 
bort rt of the year, while The The . long Chris istmes Dé Déanor will be produced later. Okla- 
homa, strangely enough, was a failure in Sweden last yeare 


PEACE PLAY WITHDRAWNee Bury the Dead, Irwin Shaw's drama has been withdrawn from plays 
aveilable for little theatre groups. Author explained his reasons in Sunday 
Timese He feels his 1935 views are naive in light of Soviet activities. 


ACTOR'S T. . . Actors have above normal IQ's a series of tests at NYU by Stewart and 
Chyatte have ascertained. But the other results of the report were not new to 
Wahls, Newse He always knew that actors lack deep emotional responses, have an 

inability to profit from experience and are inclined to disregard social morese 


FORGOTTEN VAN. . Barbera Baxley, understudy for Jean Arthur in Peter Pan was praised 
dy Theatre News Weekly for upholding the tradition and code of the theatre. 
Press reports differ as to who cut Miss Baxley’s hair before she subbed for Miss 
Arthur. No critics rated her performance, though she played the title role for 
more then e week. 


AND NOTESeeeWorld Telegram and Sun strike settled, paper to resumt publication 
August 28. Garland, Journe l American, is reported in satisfactory condition at 
Medical ‘rts Center, New York. Critic is seid to heve suffered an embolism. He 
is due back on the job in two weekseeeMorehouse, WT&S, planed to South America 
for a two week visit .. Chapman, News, has returned from 4 trip to Hol Iwood 
Billy Rose has signed long term TV contract for weekly dramatization of his n- 
dicated column over «BC starting October 3jrdeseMansfield Theatre has been sold 
to CBSeTV by Michael Myerberge 
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Summer Theatres * 


Ted Poston won rave review from Rice, Post as the finest young comedian seen in 
the pest two years of summer theatre travele, Poston apr ared ir Southbury, Connece 
ticut Playhouse production of Dovreuce Davies“ apron Strings» Jack Quinn is producer 
of permanent stock company which js leysily supported by ths communitye Shows are 
put on in picturesque red bora, prototype cf the perfect summer theatre. 


William Saroyan's The Son didn't wait to receive three more "con" reviews from 
critics of Herald Tribune, Compass and Verietye Play produced at Circle Theatre on 
West 36th Strevt in New Jork closed after five performances. Nowspaper critics ace 
cused cast of mumbling, thongh Gros, Variety thought acting assignnents wers handled 
inveliicently. All egreed with colleagues that play should have been left in moth 

2113. 


* Interview Round Up 


EL RGARFT TRUMANeeeFirst daught of country is a real theatre fan, Kilgallen, Journal 

Aaerican, surmised during en interview at Stork Clube Not only was her voice "stage 
struck", but she enjoy3 her meny friendships in show businesse She aleo manages to 

see a goodly share of B-oadway and strzw hat shows per week. 


REYWVOOD HALE BROUNe «eSports writer turned actor, now in The Live Wire, told ABC Nancy 
Cg how he meds the switchs, He had always wanted to be an actor, but his famous 
father wanted hi to be a newspaperman, hen two papers folded up under him, he took 
tue hint. This is his third plays Before he got on the other side of the fence he 
used to tell stories of his fether’s biting comments as a drama critice 


CFLESTE HOldieesLesson in how to get play, ple wright and producer was given to Wahls, 
News, by actress who will open in Louis Verneuil's Affairs of State at the Royale in 
Octobere She met pleyvright, askei him play. Showed script to Raymond assey who 
sugzerted Richard Keckeur as producer. Phoned producer cross country, arranged deal. 
Pity opens. 


BILL MARSHALLeeeUnderstudy to Boris Karloff in Peter Pan had to admit to MBS Serdis 
that the male star of the Barrie revival was astonishingly healthy, So far has only 
danyod the role one dey, and it doesn’t look like he will get too many chances at ite 


MARGO JONESeee"Theatre 50“ producer believes at least 100 cities with over 100,000 
population can have professionel theatre. In from Dalles to sec the shows she told 


WOR Martha Deane thet such an over-all nel, would eve employment to all of the 
actors now in New Yorke 


BERNARD SCHUBERTeeefV producer of "Musical Comedy Theatre” which starts on NBC-TV in 
Otober has received free advice from everyone since the ennouncement of his series 
hs revealed to O'brien, Journal america. Fach wants to make sure his favorite song 
is included in the hour long versions. O'brian had written that the list of 35 in- 
cluded an even Half desen stinkers that he was forced to witness in his days as a 
drame critic. 


_ RANDOM ITEMSeseRadio City Rainbow Room will reopen as a pre-treatre restaurant serving 
e buffet dinner from 5300 to 9800 PelieseLiberty Theatre Ticket Agency opened in Shue 
dert AlleyeeeTicket Club, Inc. offers theatre tickets at 50 cents commission. Patron 
deposits $10 in advance „Hike O'Shea, TV colymnist and press agent, will have his 

own TV showeseShow of the Month Club, which may be insured for play e by Lloyd's 

of London, hes 13,000 members. 
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